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objections. She even consented to Lord Ripon going to
India as Viceroy, although she did " not think him suffi-
ciently strong willed or firm . . . and would have preferred
some one who has more determination and energy."

The best that she could hope for now was a Government
of moderate Liberals controlled by Whig noblemen ;  and
she enquired why Mr. Goschen's name was not included.
At any rate, it was a comfort that Lord Beaconsfield at his
farewell   audience   thought   them   extremely   moderate,
although he had a shrewd suspicion (which, in duty bound,
he did not conceal from his sovereign) that something was
being kept from her and that she had not yet been told the
worst.   She learned it soon enough, when Mr. Gladstone
submitted " the names of such very advanced Radicals as
Mr. Chamberlain and Sir C. Dilke/' to say nothing of Mr.
Mundella, " one of the most violent Radicals," and " the
equally violent, blind Mr. Fawcett/'   True, only one of
them was to be in the Cabinet; and Mr. Gladstone did his
best for his alarming nominees, assuring her that Chamber-
lain " was very pleasing and refined in feelings and manner "
and had never said a word against the royal family or
" expressed Republican views/1 while Dilke repented of his
youthful indiscretions, and Mundella " was a very religious'
man/1   As for Mr. Goschen, his disagreement with the party
was really too profound for close co-operation to be possible.
The Prime Minister was most persuasive, explaining that
extremists had a way of becoming very moderate in office
and pausing at intervals to ask if he did not weary her or
take up too much of her time ; and she found him " very
courteous throughout, very grateful for the way in which I
received his proposals/' For she consented to them all,
although it was disturbing to observe how very Radical the
Government was growing.   She said as much to Granville,
who agreed, adding consolingly that it was " safer to have
the advanced Radicals in office than out, detached from their
surroundings/'   Indeed, that slightly supercilious nobleman
thought Chamberlain " not so strong as is supposed, but an